WE are Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (elca)

918 South Litchfield Road, Goodyear, AZ
Office: 623-932-2394
Website: www.christevangelical.org

Pastor: Jeff Gallen  (cell phone: B23:341-3712)

Welcome and thank you for coming to worship!

We welcome all visitors this morning to our service of Word and Sacrament.
ALL are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at CELC
this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s
gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.

17" Sunday after Pentecost

September 15, 2024
9:00 am

-Service of Word and Sacrament-
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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SHARING OF THE PEACE

GATHERING HYMN: ELW 596 “MY HOPS IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS”

Copyright © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000811.
CCLI license #1852763
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
un - chang-ing grace;

When dark-ness veils his

love-ly face,

I

rest on his

His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus-tainme in the rag - ing flood;
When he shall come with trum-pet sound, och, may I then in him be found,
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no mer-it of my own 1 claim,but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-"ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then i1s all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P|  Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.
Silence 1s kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

We confess

that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your hole name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God,

Jesus Christ was given to die for us,

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you

the entire forgiveness of all your sins,

in the name of the Father,

and of the I+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE ELW 858 “PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY” IS. |
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
0 my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
Let all who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Joining in glad adoration!

PASTORAL GREETING

@ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

0 God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of
the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from
the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
[Congregation is seated.]

[he Word

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 50:4-9A

The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of
Isaiah. Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians
associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors

but trusts in God’s steadfast love.

4The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord God has opened my ear,



and I was not rebellious,

I did not turn backward.
61 gave my back to those who struck me,

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face

from insult and spitting.

7The Lord God helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9alt is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: ~ PSALM 116:1-9
I will walk in the presence of the Lord. (Ps. 116:9)

T love the Lord, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
’for the Lord has given ear to me
whenever I called.
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
I came to grief and sorrow.
“Then I called upon the name of the Lord:
“O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”
SGracious is the Lord and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
°The Lord watches over the innocent;
I was brought low, and God saved me.
"Turn again to your rest, O my soul.
for the Lord has dealt well with you.
*For you have rescued my life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;



°I will walk in the presence of the Lord
in the land of the living.

SECOND REDAING: JAMES 3:1-12

This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we
speak to and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what
we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith.

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you

know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole
body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey
us, we guide their whole bodies. 40r look at ships: though they are so large that it takes
strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will
of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue
is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire
the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird,
of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but
no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the
Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From
the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be
so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water?
12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can
salt water yield fresh.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  SETTING 8

Refrain: Allelura. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Alleluia, allelua. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia

GOSPEL:  Mark 8:27-38

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being
in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as



the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to
all by connecting discipleship and the cross.

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 8th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they answered him, “John the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do
you say that [ am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them
not to tell anyone about him.

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the
gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when
he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: PASTOR JEFF

PROFESSION OF FAITH

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church,

God’s good creation, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church throughout the world. Form us into communities of forgiveness and
grace. Help us to notice where you are calling us into new relationships, and give us courage to
embrace the uncomfortable and unfamiliar. Hear us, 0 God.

Your mercy is great.



We pray for the earth and all its inhabitants. Protect lands at risk of wildfire and heal
dying forests. Where fire brings destruction, raise up new growth. Guide us in tending precarious
ecosystems. Hear us, 0 God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for those who govern nations, tribes, and cities. Open them to the cries of people
In need. Direct them in shaping policies that prioritize the health and well-being of all who
struggle with hunger and housing insecurity. Hear us, 0 God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who are ill, all who are lonely or anxious, and all who grieve (especially).
Draw them close to you and soothe them with the promise of your enduring love. Hear us, 0 God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for teachers, professors, librarians, school administrators, staff, and all who support
the education of young people. Sustain them as they shape learning communities, rooted in equity
and authenticity. We pray for children of all ages in their learning. Hear us, 0 God.

Your mercy is great.

P: We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved
child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

[he Meal

OFFERTORY / OFFERTORY MUSIC “THE WONDERFUL CROSS™

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, 0 God,

source of every gift of your creation.

By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.



We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joyi,..
We praise your name and join their unending hymn...
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
[THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE] (NUMBER 4)

In the night in which he was betrayed. ..

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks...

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ has risen.

Christ will come again.

Remembering therefore ... may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our
inheritance with all your saints.



To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and
forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes you to this table.
Come, here is your God.

LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION SONG: ELW 808 “LORD JESUS YOU SHALL BF MY SONG”
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1 Jé - sus, je vou - drais fte chan - ter sur ma rou -  fe;
1 Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as 1 jour -  ney;
2 Lord Je - sus, I'll  praise you as long as 1 jour - ney.
3 As long as 1 live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant,
4 1 fear 1n the dark and the doubt of my jour - ney;
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Jé - sus, je vou -drais t'an-non-cer a mes Voi-Sins par - fout,
'l tel ev-'ry - bod -y a-bout you wher-ev -er 1 go:
May all of my joy be a faith-ful re - flec-tion of you.
to car - ty your cross and to share all your bur-dens and tears.
but cour-age will come with the sound of your steps by my side.
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car toi  seul es la vie et la paix et l'a - mour:
you a - lone are our life and our peace and our love.
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song.
For you saved me by giv - ing your bod - y and blood.
And with all of the fam - ’ly you saved by your love,
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Jé - sus, je vou - drais te chan - ter sur ma  rou fe.
Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as 1 jour - ney.
Lord Je - sus, I'll  praise you as long as 1 jour - ney.
As long as I live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant
we’ll sing to your dawn at the end of our jour - ney.
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PASTORAL BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P:  Let us pray.
Holy God,
you have welcomed us to this meal
and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others
and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
[ he Sending
BENEDICTION:

@ God all mighty, God most merciful
I+ bless you, keep you, and give you peace. Amen.




SENDING SONG:
DISMISSAL:

@ Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

ELW 714 “WHAT A FELLOWSHIP, WHAT A JOY DIVINE”
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I What a fel - low-ship, what a  joy di-vine, lean - ing on the ev - er-

2 0Oh, how sweet to walk

3 What have |

to dread, what have |

in this pil-grim way, lean - ing
to fear, lean - ing

on the ev -er-
on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; what a bless - ed-ness, what a peace is mine,
last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? [ have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing  arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing  arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing  arms.

Refrain
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Lean - ing, lean - ing, safe and se-cure from all a - larms;
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lean - mg, lean - g,  lean-ing on the ev-er - last - g arms.
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